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PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Farmington, NC Accident Number: CEN25FA194
Date & Time: June 3, 2025, 11:45 Local Registration: N40158
Aircraft: UNIVERSAL STINSON 108 Injuries: 2 Fatal, 1 Serious

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On June 3, 2025, about 1145 eastern daylight time, a Universal Stinson 108 airplane, N40518
was destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Farmington, North Carolina. The pilot
and one passenger were fatally injured, and one passenger was seriously injured. The airplane
was operated under the provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 as a
personal flight.

The airplane departed runway 2 at the Sugar Valley Airport (5NC2), Mocksville, North Carolina,
and flew around the traffic pattern. Upon turning base leg for runway 2, the UNICOM operator,
who was looking out the airport office window facing southeast, advised the pilot that there
was a turtle on the runway. According to the UNICOM operator, the pilot landed about 1,400 ft
down the 2,424 ft runway and then lifted the right main wheel to avoid the turtle. The UNICOM
operator stated that she heard the pilot advance the throttle after he raised the right wheel.
The airplane left her point of view, and she was unable to see the airplane after that.

A man cutting the grass at the end of runway 2 reported that he saw the turtle on the runway
and the pilot raised the right wheel to avoid the turtle. After that, the wings began to rock back
and forth. Then the airplane took off again, but he lost site of the airplane when it passed
behind a hangar. The airplane disappeared just over the trees on the northeast side of the
runway and then he heard a loud crash and saw smoke.

The airplane impacted a heavily forested area about 255 ft northeast of the departure end of
runway 2. A post impact fire ensued. The airplane came to rest on a heading of about 100°.

The airplane was wedged between several trees and remained in one piece except for a few
pieces of fabric that were found in an adjacent stream next to the accident site. The fabric on
the fuselage, cowling, and wings was completely burned off and the airplane frame was
visible. The fabric on the vertical stabilizer and horizontal stabilizer was intact; however, parts
of the vertical stabilizer fabric were melted. The metal rudder and elevator were not fire
damaged.
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The airplane came to rest on its left side with the left wing folded underneath the fuselage and
the right wing bent aft. Control cable continuity was confirmed to the rudder, elevator, and right
aileron. Due to impact damage, cable continuity could not be confirmed to the left aileron or
flaps.

The airplane wreckage and engine were retained for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: UNIVERSAL STINSON Registration: N40158
Model/Series: 108 Aircraft Category: Airplane
Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) None
Held:

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KINT,969 ft msl Observation Time: 11:54 Local
Distance from Accident Site: 15 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 25°C/12°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 5 knots / None, 200°
Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 4100 ft AGL Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.23 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: NONE

Departure Point: Farmington, NC Destination: Farmington, NC

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial
Passenger Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 Serious Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal, 1 Serious Latitude, Longitude: 35.988797,-80.510404

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Abraham, Laura

Additional Participating Persons:  Jim Krieger; FAA FSDO; Greensboro, NC
Patricia Chriscoe; FAA; Greensboro, NC
Mike Aubry; FAA; Greensboro, NC

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
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