HOUSTON EATS

Review: Houston’s new Trump Burger serves up
plenty of politics. How’s the food?

By Bao Ong, Restaurant critic
May 29, 2025
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Orders are ready to be packed on the soft opening day of Trump Burger’s first Houston proper location in
Houston, Friday, May 9, 2025.
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I’'m waiting for my order at Trump Burger in Houston surrounded by merchandise

including baseball caps emblazoned with “Trump 2024 The Revenge Tour” and red

T-shirts featuring a favorite line from the 47th president of the United States, “You're

fake news!”

A man with a Make America Great Again hat approaches me and asks: “Did you

vote in 20167"
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I’'m caught off guard. Politics at the dinner table — or a burger joint — are frowned
upon, no? We could’ve easily chatted about the weather, and how a nice breeze kept
no fewer than 40 American flags fluttering out front. There’s also mundane banter

about Houston's bad traffic or the Astros (although | admit | can’t add much to the

latter).
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Mostly, | wanted to avoid talking about Donald Trump, especially whether | voted for
him or not. Before joining the Houston Chronicle as a columnist and more recently in
my new role as a critic, | spent years as a reporter trained to keep my personal

politics in a vault.

“l can barely remember. That was a long time ago,” | stuttered with a nervous

chuckle. “I'm hungry. What did you get?”

Across visits to locations in Houston and Kemah, | wanted to focus on evaluating the

burgers, Philly cheesesteaks, chicken tenders, fries and onion rings on Trump
Burger's menu. Perhaps it’'s no surprise, but the over-the-top, in-your-face marketing

behind the restaurant and the politics it peddles is so loud that it distracts from the
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